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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


Communications. 
On the Use of Quinine in Scarlatina. 


By AsranamM Livezey, M. D., 
Of New Hope, Pa. 

Observing in the issue of June 2d, of the 
Reporter, in the Periscopic Editorial De- 
partment, a few meagre remarks in reference 
to the treatment of scarlatina with quinine, I 
beg leave to add my testimony, more fully, to 
that of Dr. Sellers, and say that that “dosing” 
of his may be repeated with safety and ad- 
vantage every morning, so long as the case re- 
quires. However, in our more northern cli- 
mate (Pennsylvania) I should not think such 
large doses necessary, or even advisable. For 
many years I have invariably been accustomed 
to treat scarlatina—premising a mild emetic 
or emeto-cathartic—by the administration of 
just as much quinine, in divided doses, in the 
morning, as I would give the case were I an- 
ticipating an ague chill at 11 o’clock. During 
the afternoon, so long as the febrile paroxysm 
continued, I would give either small and re. 
peated doses of tr. aconite, or tr. verat. viride, 
toreduce the fever, moderate the heart’s action, 
moisten the skin, ete. 

The following morning I would confidently 
expect to find a marked remission of fever, or 
even intermission—each day of much larger 
duration—and provide for the same by leaving 
four doses of quinine, suitable to the age of the 
child, to be given an half hour or hour apart. 

Solution of chlorate of potassa as a common 
drink, is allowed throughout the sickness, with 
mucilage of elm, gum acaciz, etc. Enemata, 





or small doses of castor oil, to keep the bowels 
in a soluble state; and in a few days, when 
the tongue parts with its thickly furred coat 
and becomes clean, dry, red and shining, or 
fissured—then o]. terebinth. in a thick muci- 
lage of gum and sugar, given liberally, (as in 
typhoid fever, under similar circumstances and 
in like stage of the disease,) will act promptly 
in restoring the patient to health. If there 
should arise sordes upon the teeth, or dark 
scales appear upon the lips, then gum acacize 
and sod. bicarb., in combination, should be 
freely used. Tepid sponging of the body with 
ley, largely diluted, or with a solution of chlo- 
ride of lime, will allay restlessness, abate the 
fever, and is generally attended with excellent 
results. 

The quinine, given during the morning re- 
mission throughout the disease, or until the 
use of turpentine is indicated, keeps off that 
strong tendency to putrescency in this com- 
plaint ; and the subsequent use of ol. tere- 
binth., with attention to the bowels and to the 
skin, as before mentioned, prevents that ten- 
dency to anasarca, a troublesome and not un- 
frequent sequela to scarlatina. 


Case of Violent Epistaxis—Plugging by a 
Piece of Distended @sophagus. 
By J. W. Tuompsoy, M. D., 
Of Lovelaceville, Ky. 

I was called in consultation with a neigh- 
boring physician some weeks ago. The case 
was one of very severe and violent epistaxis, 
the patient a negro woman. All the usual 
remedies had been resorted to without avail. 
The anterior and posterior nares of the right 
nostril were tamponed, as the haemorrhage ap- 
peared to come principally from that cavity. 
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This, however, arrested the hemorrhage but 
temporarily, and it soon reappeared with 
increased violence. 

Having read the report of a similar case 
published in the MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 
Reporter, by Dr. E. A. D’Arcy, of Jersey- 
ville, Illinois, in which, after a failure of all the 
usual remedies and plugging, the esophagus 
of a sheep was passed through the right 
nostril, from the anterior back to the posterior 
nares, and forcibly distended by injecting cold 
water, with the effect of arresting the hemor- 
rhage, I suggested a trial of the same means. 
The physician attending the case at once con- 
sented to try it, and the result was, that the 
bleeding was arrested almost instantly. 


Allustrations of Hospital Practice. 


PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 
JunE 9, 1860. 
Mepicat DEPARTMENT.—Service of Dr. Levick. 


[We are without notes of the clinics intervening 
between May 26 and the present date. ] 


We have several patients whom you have seen on 
different occasions, who are about to leave the hos- 
pital, and to whom I wish to call your attention for 
a few minutes this morning. The first is a case of 
typhoid fever, occurring in a young Irish girl, (See 
Reporter, May 12th, p. 122) in whose case we have 
felt much interest. She has been retained here 
longer than was necessary, in consequence of her 
destitute situation. She is now, however, quite 
well. The treatment resorted to in her case was the 
free use of stimulants, small doses of quinia, nutri- 
tious food given in the liquid form, and the occa- 
sional use of laudanum enemata, when the diarrhcea 
was profuse; externally, the application to the 
thorax of turpentine stupes, ? 

The next case is, also, one of recovery from 
typhoid fever, whose history and symptoms, you 
may remember, were given in full at the clinic of 
the 28d ult. (See Rerorrer, June 10, p. 204.) 
The result of treatment in his case has been entire- 
ly satisfactory. When you first saw him he was 
very ill, and was then placed on the use of small 
doses of blue mass, opium and ipecac. The mercu- 
rial was omitted on the second day following ; the 
opium and ipecac. continued; wine whey. given in 
doses of a wineglassful, four times daily. As there 
still remained a tendency to dryness of the tongue, 
_and it was possible that this might be favored by 
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even the small quantity of opium exhibited, thi, 
combination was, after a few days, omitted, and th. 
sulphate of quinia, to the amount of six grains daily, 
was given. This was followed by a gradual jp. 
provement in his condition, but the tendency » 
dryness of the tongue still continuing, I directed fy 
him the oil of turpentine, in doses of ten drops every 
two hours. We give this in emulsion, genenlly 
ordering a six ounce mixture, each tablespoonfil 
to contain ten drops of the oil, viz. : 


RK Ol. Terebinthine, 
Sacchari pulv. 
Acacie ‘“ aa Zij. 
Aq. Menthae Pip. 

Aque, aa f3iij. 

M. and ft. emulsio. 

S. A tablespoonful every two hours, 


gtt. cxx. 


Under this treatment the change was most strik- 
ing. In twenty-four hours time the dryness of the 
tongue had disappeared, and there has been a steady 
improvement in all his symptoms. As you nowse, 
the appearance of the tongue is perfectly natanl, 
and the patient in every respect convalescent 
almost well. The treatment of these two cases of 
fever has, as you perceive, not been the same. Th 
first required an unusual amount of stimulation, 
while the latter has needed but little. The latter 
has derived great advantage from the use of thei 
of turpentine, while the former at no time seemed 
to require it. Thus it will be, gentlemen, in th 
different cases of the same disease which will k 
presented to you, and no judicious physicisn wil 
ever pretend to lay down any one mode of modi 
tion, as applicable to the treatment of every case d 
disease bearing the same name. There have bee, 
however, some parts of the treatment alike usfl 
in both cases. 

Both of these patients were early supplied wit 
nutritious food, both required stimulation, in t 
one to a very great extent, the other the very mil 
est kind. Both were benefitted by the administr 
tion of solution of sulphate of morphia snd sve 
spirit of nitre at bed time; both derived advaniagt 
from the use of laudanum enemata, (gtt. x! laalv 
num to the fZss. of water,) when the diarrhas ¥ 
came troublesome, and both were relieved of thét 
bronchitis and pulmonary congestion by the exit 
nal application of spirit of turpentine. 

I cannot, however, dismiss these cases wits! 
saying word to you on the internal use of the @ 
of turpentine in this fever. As has been 
to you, many cases will run their entire course witha 
needing it at all, but in this or in any other dise™ 
when you find the tongue dry and glazed, and 
maining so day after day, and when with this * 
have, in typhoid fever, an increase of tympsniteh! 
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ean assure you, from the observation of very many 
eases in this house and elsewhere, during the last 
thirteen years, that you will be delighted by the re- 
sults following its use. In twenty-four hours, or in 
forty-eight at most, the good effects will show them- 
selves. Moisture of the tongue will take the place 
of dryness, relaxation of the abdomen the place of 
tympanites, and cases which have “hung on” day 
after day, in spite of other treatment, will now go 
forward to a safe and speedy convalescence. 


Rheumatism.—Chloride of Propylamine The 
next of our convalescents is the case of acute rheu- 
matism before you at our clinic of May 26th, (see 
Reporter June 16th,) which I then called a typical 
case, and which it was remarked was a fair oppor” 
tunity for testing the worth of our new remedy. 
It was therefore steadily given in three grain 
doses every two hours for four days, when, as 
the patient suffered very much from severe pain 
in the joints, and from loss of sleep, I did not 
feel justified it witholding from him the benefit of 
an anodyne, and directed for him a fluid drachm of 
solution of sulphate of morphia, with one of sweet 
spirit of nitre, thrice daily, continuing the propyla- 
mineas before. Under this conjoined treatment the 
patient has got along very nicely, and is now able to 
walk about, as yousee. I do not hesitate to say that 
I have never seen as severe a case of acute rheuma- 
tism so soon restored to health as this man has been, 
and without being prepared to decide positively as 
to the value of the remedy we have used, I feel 
bound to state that in the cases in which we have 
tried the chloride of propylamine, the patients have 
regained their health much earlier than under the 
treatment ordinarily pursued. I wish, gentlemcn, 
you would yourselves try it, and report the results; 
for @ more extended trial is needed than we have 
given it, before its real value can be pronounced 
upon. I shall certainly use it in my private prac- 
tice though not to the exclusion of other and long 
tried remedial measures. Our other patients who 
have used it continue to do well. 

The patient with gonorrheal opthalmia and rheu- 
matism, whom you have so often seen, is about to 
leave us. His eye is now quite well. The only 
evidence of disease in it is afforded by the cicatrix 
of the sloughing corneal ulcer, fortunately this oc- 
cupies the superior portion of the cornea, not in 
front of the pupil, and his vision seems to be entire- 
ly unimpaired. 

_ Treatment in this case, tr. cinchon. comp. f3j 
four times daily; hyd. chlo. corrossive gr. 1-12th; 
Gecoct. sarsap. comp. fZij ter die; 1 bottle of 
porter daily. Locally—Nitrate of silver gr. xx to 

lotion of corrosive sublimate, muriate of ammo- 
monia and water. To dilate the pupil, sulphate of 
stropis gr. ij to £3} of water. 





Dr. L. then occupied a part of bis hour with 
didactic lecture on auscultation and percussion, and 
subsequently introduced the following cases to illus- 
trate the application of his remarks on these sub- 
jects: 

The first a case of phthisis occurring in a young 
man by trade a painter. There was the usual 
cough, and expectoration, and there had been a 
slight hemorrhage. The physical signs were: dull- 
ness atthe summit of the left lung, with slight sub- 
crepitant rales and prolonged expiration. The second 
case was that of a young woman presenting similar 
phenomena—there was dullness on percussion at the 
summit of the right lung, with rude respiration and 
occasional crackling. Suppression of the menses 
had occurred six weeks before her admission to the 
hospital. In both of these patients the vermillion 
streak along the margin of the gums, to which at- 
tention has been called by Dr. Theophilus Thompson, 
as an attendant of phthisis, was very well marked. 
In the latter case the patients teeth and gums were 
in excellent condition, and the red line, along the re- 
flected edge of the gums, was strikingly conspi- 
cuous. 

Both of these patients were taking good nutritious 
food, porter, and cod liver oil, with an occasional 
anodyne for the cough. Dr. L. remarked that when 
resident physician in‘this hospital, ten years ago, 
he had published the records of several cases of 
phthisis pulmonalis treated with cod liver oil, then 
comparatively a new remedy, and that the expe- 
rience of the ten years which had elapsed since that 
time, had in every respect confirmed the opinions 
he had then expressed, and that without expecting 
it to effect a permanent recovery from phthisis, he 
yet believed it to be by far the most valuable medi- 
cine in the treatment of consumption. Good food 
easily assimilable, living in the open air, protected 
from exposure by suitable clothing, the moderate use 
of stimulants, such as ale, porter, or even a little 
good old whiskey, and as a medicine cod liver oil, 
he believed would do more for the consumptive than 
any other mode of treatment. 


June 12th, 1860. 

Disease of the Heart and Albumenuria.—An Irish- 
man, wt 29, admitted May 5th, 1860, “was subject 
to flow of blood from the head” for some years ; 
never was very strong; from boyhood had short- 
ness of breath when he ran; had an affection of the 
neck, when fourteen years old, brought on by expo- 
sure to a draught; by this the neck is much dis- 
torted, and this presents the appearance of a bony 
exostosis. With this exception was never laid up 
with rheumatism. First noticed swelling in the ab- 
domen, three weeks after in the feet. He is very 
pale; legs and feet highly cedematous. Thereis in~ 
creased extent of dullness over the region of the 
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heart, with a well marked bellows murmur at the 
apex of the heart, and a harsh blowing sound along 
the aorta. On a previous occasion your attention 
has been called to the nature of his cardiac disease. 
The urine is of moderate quantity, straw colored, 
specific gravity 1010, and as you will soon perceive 
coagulates upon the addition of nitric acid—showing 
the presence of a large amount of albumen. You 
will remember that coagulation will not occur if the 
urine be alkaline, and to obviate any error from this 
source, we will add a drop or two of acetic acid, or 
subsequently test it with nitric acid. Under the 
microscope we have the very characteristic tubular 
casts of Bright’s disease of the kidneys, which are 
very accurately delineated in the drawing I ‘now 
present to you. We have then, in this case the as- 
sociation, not an unusual one, of cardiac disease 
and Bright’s disease of the kidney, and from the dis- 
tended condition of the abdomen, I think it not un- 
likely that there is also disease of the liver ; though 
I do not think in this case the hepatic disorder is 
very extensive. The man ‘suffers from occasional 
attacks of dyspnoea, much increased on exertion. 
He is now using saline diuretics and the tincture of 
gelseminum. 


Spinal Tenderness, with Lony Continued Pains in 
the Back—-Subcutaneous Injection.-—This woman, 
set 40, was admitted six weeks ago, suffering from 
a disorder which will give you much annoyance, 
as practitioners, from its obstinancy, and the 
varied troublesome symptoms which grow out of 
it. I mean tenderness and irritability of the 
spine. This patient has for a long time been 
affected in this way. At times the pains are very 
severe, and seem unwilling to yield to any treat- 
ment. In many instances such symptoms are 
traceable to uterine disorder, and are removed by 
treatment addressed to this organ. In others they 
are not referable to this cause, and are much more 
intractable. There are, I suspect, but few physi- 
cians who cannot recall troublesome, tedious cases 
of ‘weak backs,” which have required all their in- 
genuity, and all their patience to. treat satisfactori- 
ly. Rest, cups, blisters, the application of tincture 
of iodine, various rubefacient and anodyne lini- 
ments, and plasters may be used with temporary 
advantage. Some derive benefit from the applica- 
tion to the spine with cloths wrang out of cold water 
or out of salt and water. I believe that, as a general 
rule, those remedies are most efficient which are ad- 
dressed to the system at large, and which should be 
generally of an analeptic character. I have known 
such patients to improve greatly under the use of 
cod liver oil, and the invigorating influence of sea 
air and salt bathing. 

Rest is an important adjunct to the treatment, 
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and such patients should learn that they have by 
a limited income of strength on which they canng 
draw extravagantly or a certain failure will ove. 
take them. This truth should be early impresej 
on such patients, for they are particularly prone 
after having gained some little by husbanding ther 
strength, to indulge in some wild freak, a long walk 
improper work, or something equally absurd, which 
entirely exhausts the little fund they had accums. 
lated and leaves them bankrupt, to commence aner, 
worse off than at first. In all these cases investiga 
the cause, and if’ possible obviate it. Besides the 
causes I have already named, sometimes it is du 
to overwork, in some cases to a heavy strain of 
the back, and I am cognizant of a case in whith 
symptoms closely resembling spinal irritation, 
occurring to a man, could be traced to daily driving 
in a carriage which affurded no support to the back, 
and the distressing symptoms of which disappeared 
with the removal of the cause. Under tonic treat 
ment, rest, and local applications to the spine, this 
patient has improved, but she still suffers greatly 
from protracted dull aching pains in the back, sn 
it is therefore proposed to resort to a somewhat 
novel mode of treatment, I mean the hypodermit 
method or that of subcutaneous injection. Attention 
has recently been called to this mode of medics 
tion by Dr. Alexander Wood, and very fully sub- 
sequently by Mr. Charles Hunter, of St. George's 
Hospital, London. In an interesting article in 
the Medical Times and Gazette of September 10th, 
1859, page 253, the latter gives the results 
various cases in which the subcutaneous injectia 
was resorted to with great benefit. He doesnot 
limit its use to the alleviation of local pain, asit 
neuralgia, ete., but resorts to it in the treatment of 
@ vast number of diseases, as a means of affecting 
the system at large. He reports cases of neuralgis, 
delirium tremens, mania, puerperal mania, wakefer 
ness, chorea, tetanus and sciatica, all of which wert 
more or less benefitted by its use. Within the lst 
fortnight I have used it in two cases with decided 
advantage. The first case, a man with sciatica ws 
entirely relieved of his pain and returned to bis 
home a few days after its use. The second, sca# 
similar to the one before you, in which the patie 
suffered such pain and nervous distress as to bee 
tirely unable to sleep, derived the greatest tempr 
rary comfort from its use, so much so, that she bss 
repeatedly asked that it might be renewed. In be 
case, the only inconvenience experienced, was 8 
vere attack of nausea which continued for 

hours. This is noticed by Mr. Hunter as ano 
sional result, but as he justly remarks, cannot 
urged as a reason for its relinquishment, as the = 
result will often follow the administration of opisi## 
by the mouth. In the case before you I shall 
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the same preparation as that employed in those I 
pave referred to. Following the suggestion of Mr. 
Hunter, I give the preference to solutions rather 
than to tinctures, as the vehicle for the administra- 
tion of the narcotic, and shall therefore inject fifteen 
minims of Magendie’s strong solution of sulphate of 
morphia, (16 grs. to the fZj.) The syringe used is 
made by Kolbe of this city, and as you see, is of gutta 
percha, of small size, with a fine silver tube about 
two inches long, ending in a pen-like steel point, so 
fashioned as readily to penetrate the skin. Pinching 
up the skin, the point of the tube is cautiously in- 
serted, the liquid thrown into the cellular tissue, and 
thei nstrument carefully withdrawn. (The operation 
was then performed.) This may be repeated as 
often as may seem necessary. I think you cannot 
failto derive much instruction from perusing Mr. 
Hunter’s entire paper on this subject, which may be 
found as above, or perhaps more accessibly in 
Braithwaite’s Retrospect for January 1860, p. 279, 
et. seq. 

(The Japanese physician, Dr. Kowasaki, being 
now introduced, the remainder of the hour was 
occupied in demonstrations of auscultation, and 
percussion, the use of spirometer, of the microscope 
and of the galvanic battery, the former as applica- 
ble to the detection, and the latter to the treatment 
of disease. ) 


WILLS (OPHTHALMIC) HOSPITAL. 
Service of Dr. LitTEzL1. 
(Reported by Ch. E. Hackley, M. D.) 


N. N.—Adhesion of the Lid to the Globe, at its 
outer angle, the consequence of a burn. The attach- 
ment, though complete at this part, not being very 
broad, and affording, therefore, some hope of cure, 
was divided by the ‘straight, blunt-pointed scissors, 
and the edges of the conjunctiya, covering the globe, 
sherwards brought together and maintained in ap- 
Position by a single suture, so as to oppose to the 
lid & mucous surface, and thus prevent re-union. 
The eye was directe 1 to be covered by a compress 
wet with cold water. 


J.D.—Large Central Opacity of Cornea, of left 
ty, to which the iris was extensively adherent. An 
operation for artificial pupil, by opening the cornea 
«its circumference and excising a portion of the 
ins, resulting in an opening admitting some degree 
f light, but not in quantity sufficient for uscfal 
Vision, had been performed some years ago. The 
desire of the patient was to have this aperture en- 
larged, and being urgent in his importunity, after a 
fall explanation of the risk which he would encoun- 
‘er of losing what little vision he bad, it was decided 
™ Consultation to yield to his request. The cornea 
we tee incised, and the pupil enlarged by 
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removing a portion of the iris, which, being fixed in 
its position, was drawn out by the forceps. 

In certain cases of central opacity, when the iris 
is free or nearly so, it has been recommended by 
some English surgeons, in pursuance of the object 
of transferring the pupil to the lateral and clear part 
of the cornea, to place a ligature on the iris pro- 
lapsed, through an incision made into that mem- 
brane, with the view of preventing its retraction. 
This proceeding Dr. Littell regards as being both 
injurions and unnecessary. Injurious, by increas- 
ing irritation and preventing re-union of the divided 
edges of the cornea; and unnecessary, because, if 
the incision be made immediately in front of the 
ciliary margin of the iris, this membrane, carried 
outward by the sudden exit of the aqueous humor, 
will rarely return to its former position, though it may 
be expedient, in some cases, to give certainty to the 
operation by excising the prolapsed portion. 


PRACTICE. 


J. K., et. 65.—Cataract of Right Eye, and Increas- 
ing Opacity of the Left Eye also.—Both organs ap- 
parently healthy. The needle was introduced in 
the transverse diameter of the globe, about a line 
from the cornea, and the capsule divided in the 
usual manner; but while performing the further 
manceuvre of opening the substance of the lens, that 
body unexpectedly became detached from its con- 
nections, and sank of its own accord beneath the 
axis of vision, a difficult state of the vitreous hu- 
mor, from destruction of the septae of the byaloid 
membrane: the consequence of a severe attack of 
inflammation some years previously. The pupil 
immediately became clear, and the patient had some 
perception of light, but there is reason to apprehend 
partial inability of the retina. 


W, J , wt. 15.—Right Eye Cataractous, from the 
age of nine years, with incipient and increasing 
opacity of the left lens. The needle was intrc- 
duced through the sclerotica, as in the former case, 
the capsule opened anteriorly, and the lens, which 
was quite soft, so divided as to place it in a condi- 
tion proper for speedy absorption. 

The opaque condition of one lens, the other pre- 
serving its transparency, does not, in the opinion of 
Dr. Littell, necessarily require an operation on the 
former; and he consequently does not generally ad- 
vise it, though if the patient is desirous to have it 
done he does not decline to perform it. A glass 
would be required to correct the focal diversity, but 
even without that assistance the range of vision is 
considerably increased. 

o-—_— 


Lord Bacon advised that “six of the fifty- 
two weeks should be devoted every year for 
muscular training and for renovating the sys- 
tem.” 
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Medical Societies. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 


The Medical Society, of the State of Pennsylvania, 
held its twelfth annual meeting on June 13th, 14th 
and 15th, at the Assembly Buildings, in this city. 

Dr. Conp1z presided. 

During the sessions of the Society some seventy 
gentlemen entered their names as delegates. 

The meeting was opened on Wednesday, at 11 
o’clock, A. M., with prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Bom- 
berger. 

Dr. Samvugt D. Gross, in a short address, wel- 
comed the delegates on behalf of the Philadelphia 
County Medical Society. 

‘Invitations to visit several medical and other in- 
stitutions of the city, were received and read by the 
Committee of Arrangements. The same committee 
also announced the hours of 10 A. M., and 4 P. M., 
for the meeting of the Society. 

The President announced the following gentlemen 
as composing the committee on credentials: Drs. N. 
8. Marshall, of Chester county; J. Ziegler, of Lan- 
caster; and Levi Curtis, of Philadelphia. 

An invitation to visit the Pennsylvania Hospital 
for the Insane was accepted. 

The President, Dr. Connie, then read his ad- 
dress. He urged the importance of vaccination, 
called attention to the necessity of preserving the 
purity of the vaccine virus, and of adopting mea- 
sures that would lead to this end. With vaccination 
universally adopted and carefully practiced, small 
pox if not entirely eradicated, would at least be con- 
fined within so narrow limits as to take away all its 
malignity. 

On motion, a vote of thanks was tendered to the 
President, and he was solicited to furnish a copy of 
the address for publication. 

Dr. MayBurry moved that all regular physicians 
who might be present from counties where there ex- 
isted no organization, or which had not sent dele- 
gates to the Society, should be invited to take seats 
as members. Adopted. 

The reading of the minutes of the last session was 
next in order, but as they had been already printed 
in pamphlet form, the reading was dispensed with 
on motion. 

Dr. E. Harrsnorne moved that a committee be 
appointed to transact any unfinished business of the 
previous session. Adopted. 

Drs. Hartshorn, Corson, and Worthington were 
appointed for the purpose. 

Dr. Maysurry moved that one member from each 
county be appointed on the Committee for Nomina- 
tion, and also to make the nomination for officers 
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the last item of business but one in the session 
Adopted. 

The report of the Committee of Publication wy 
read, and on motion was ordered to be added to the 
minutes. 

A lengthy report was received from the Medic] 
Society of Indiana county. The report gives the 
principal geographical, geological, and meteorogica) 
features of the county, statistics of population, dis 
ease, number of deaths, &c. 

On motion it was referred to the Committee of 
Publication. 

An abstract of the sanitary and mortuary report 
of the city of Philadelphia was read. 

Referred to the same committee. 

On motion an obituary was read on the death of 
Dr. Wm. H. Boone, of Gap, Lancaster county, who 
was a delegate to the session of the Society last 
year. 

Referred to the Publishing Committee. 

A communication was received from the Medical 
Society of Chester county, containing an obituary 
on the death of James H. Bradford, of West 
Chester, formerly American Resident Physician at 
Canton. 

Referred the same as above. 

On motion the Society adjourned till 4 P. M. 


Afternoon Session. 


Dr. Scuneck, of Lebanon, stated that although 
no formal report existed from Lebanon County, he 
would with the permission of the Society read s 
paper on the state of medical affairs in Lebanon. 
There had been a very serious malady affecting the 
County Society itself; it was almost incurable, and 
characterized by anemia, depraved nutrition, and 
want of interest. It had come to a crisis, and diss0- 
lution, it was feared, would be the result; if the 
recuperative powers of nature did not come to aid, 
there would be nothing left for next year but to 
write an obituary. 

There was no seriously prevailing epidemic is 
Lebanon during the last year. Measles, scarlatins, 
and hooping cough occurred; but in isolated cases, 
rather than in an epidemic form; intermittent fever 
was quite frequent during the summer months, but 
readily yielded to the usual treatment, and relapse 
were easily enough arrested. 

Dr. S. had met with quite a large number of cases 
diphtheria; one case proved fatal by the extension 
of the exudation to the trachea, and producing 
death as in croup. The tonic treatment w# 
adopted, such as quinine and a good invigorating 
diet. The foetor accompanying the discharge from 
the nostrils had been effectually combatted by le 
barraque’s solution. 

Cases of acute rheumatism with severe cardia 
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complication occurred in greater number than ordi- 
narily. This is accounted for by the unusual hu- 
midity of the atmosphere in that region, as shown 
barometric observations. In one case, that 
proved fatal, pericarditis and endocarditis set in at 
the end of the first week; a sedative and antiphlo- 
gistic treatment was adopted; venesection was em- 
ployed copiously, and finally veratrum viride was 
resorted to. Yet, although 20 drops of the tincture 
were given in the course of 5 hours, and the pulse, 
from 144, was brought down to 64, the effect of 
the remedy was but temporary; the pulse rising 
again in spite of the remedy. The post-mortem 
examination in this case showed the usual appear- 
ances of violent, acute, endo- and pericarditis. 

But although veratrum viride in this case ap- 
peared to have little influence over the disease, yet 
he had found the remedy of great service in many 
disorders. In facial neuralgia, he had used it with 
good success. In a severe case of herpes zoster, 
occurring in @ woman, where the pain was exceed- 
ingly severe, and in which opiates externally and 
internally together with other local applications, 
had given little or no relief to the patient, the erup- 
tion, with the accompanying neuralgic pain entirely 
disappeared, and the patient was well at the end of 
two weeks under the administration of continuous 
doses of veratram viride; four drops every four 
hours, 

The report of Dr. Schneck was, on motion, referred 
to the Committee on Publication. 

Dz. Tuomas, the Treasarer, read his report, 
showing a balance of $73 in the treasury. 

By invitation of the Society, Mr. Auzert Day, 
of Boston, Superintendent of the Washington Home 
for the cure and reform of inebriates, then in a short 
address, gave a sketch of the institution under 
his charge and its workings. Several persons from 
Pennsylvania and other States farther South were 
patients in the institution; persons who had been 
rescued when in the worst stage of delirium tremens. 

The directors of the institution had felt warranted 
by its success in undertaking the erection of a larger 
building. It had received much encouragement 
from physicians, as none had a better opportunity 
than they of observing the fearful effects of the vice 
Which was the cause of the institution being estab- 
lished. 

Aa asylum similar to this was about being 
founded in Virginia, and the speaker asked for it the 
Support of the benevolent in Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Hantsuorne, of Philadelphia, was in favor 
of establishing an iustitation in this city similar to 
the “ Washington Home,” of Boston. Ie considered 
: a disease, and thought it should be treated 
in.that manner. , He recommended that the legisla- 
ture of the State should be petitioned for a charter 
iad an appropriation for the purpose. 





The following preamble and resolutions, offered ty 
Dr. Hartshorne, were adopted after some discussior = 

Whereas, experience has shown that inebriety is 
in many instances a disease; the morbid craving for 
stimulants beyond the contro! of the individual so 
long as opportunity for its indulgence exists; ard 
whereas for the suitable treatment and cure of this 
disease, accommodations are not to be found in any 
> our lunatic asylums or general hospitals, there- 

ore 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Society, the 
establishment of an As¥LUM For InEBRIATES in the 
State of Pennsylvania is highly desirable and im- 
portant. 

Resolved, That such modifications of existing laws 
as are necessary to make such an institution availa- 
ble by placing the persons of habitual inebriates 
under due limitations and control of proper authori- 
ties, are desirable, and should be urged upon our 
legislature. 

A motion was made to rescind a resolution passed 
last year in regard to the graduates of the Female 
Medical Colleges in this city. The President de- 
cided the motion out of order, and his decision 
was assented te after some explanatory remarks by 
various members. 

The Committee on Unfinished Business submitted 
a report. 

Dr. Conpte said that in the vaccine department 
all he had distributed had been effective. In send- 
ing the Vaccine matter through the mails it some- 
times became ineffectual. 

A report was received from the Perry County So- 
ciety. With the exception of typhoid fever, a few 
cases of which had occurred, the general health of 
the county had been excellent. Notwithstanding 
the high waters of the spring, an unusual absence 
of epidemics was noticeable. 

The report after being read, was referred to the 
Publishiag Committee. 

Dr. HanrsHorne proposed an amendment to the 
constitution, viz: that members of county medical 
societies who have once served as delegates to the 
State Society, shall be considered as permanent 
members, with all the privileges of delegates. 

According to rule, the proposition of Dr. Harts- 
horne was laid over for consideration at the next 
annual session of the Society. 

A debate upon the manner of preparing tabular 
statistics of diseases followed. 

Drs. Condie and Hartshorne expressed their views 
upon the subject. . 

A motion to adjourn till 10 P. M. the following 
day was made and carried. 

In the evening the members of the Society were 
entertained at the house of Dr. Atlee. 


Srooxp Day. 
The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
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read and approved, the Committee on Nominations 
was announced as follows: 

* Drs. G. W. Allison, Beaver county; M. Emanuel, 
Montgomery; B. Richardson, Susquehanna; Dun- 
lap, Lancaster; V. Worthington, Chester; J. E. 
Singer, Perry ; J. McMullen, Indiana ; J. M. Evans, 
Montgomery; J. A. Landis, Blair; Strawbridge, 
Susquehanna Union; Geisemar, Berks county; W. 
Mayburry, Philadelphia; Kemble, Westmoreland : 
B. F. Schneck, Lebanon; Holmes, Bradford; J. C. 
McWilliams, Schuylkill. 

On motion, it was resolved to visit the Frankford 
Insane Asylum on the following day. 

Dr. Gross then read a paper on that peculiar af- 
fection of the prostrate gland, characterized by a 
mucous discharge, simulating, and often mistaken 
for, spermatorrheea, to which he applied she name 
** prostatorrheea.” 

The paper was referred to the Committ: 
lication. 

Dr. Bert made a few remarks on the state of 
education at the present day. He considered it a 
mortifying fact that there was certainly a decline in 
our knowledge of the classics and other higher 
branches. He then read a paper on Medical Edu- 
cation. He proposed a resolution that it was the 
duty of every physician to examine into the charac- 
ter and fitness of the young men under their charge, 
and refuse to admit those who are not prepared. 

Dr. Gross strongly opposed the system of private 
tutorsbip, in the case of young men under a course 
of medical instruction. He thought it was a perfect 
waste of time. He was himself under the instruc- 
tion of a private tutor for eighteen months, and he 
considered that such time was totally lost. He 
therefore moved to strike out so much of the resolu- 
tion as referred to private pupils. 

This caused much discussion, and several gentle 
men followed in opposition to Dr. Gross. 

Drs. Beit, Lanpis and Danracg, were in favor 
of private instruction. 

Dr. Darracu thought that a young man needed 
a course of private study, but that instruction in a 
college was necessary to finish his medical educa 
tion. , 

The question on the original preamble and reso- 
lutions were called for, and they were read once 
more. 

Dr. Gross stated that his amendment was to 
strike out so much of it as related to private tutors, 
and to establish preliminary medical academies 
throughout the State. 

After a long preamble, showing in the strongest 
colors the necessity of improvement in the medical 
education of youth, the following resolutions were 
proposed : 


Resolved, That it is earnestly recommended by the 


n Pub- 
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Society, that the course of office-reading and study 
be systematized so as to enable the student to acquire 
s fair knowledge of materia medica, elementary 
chemistry and pharmacy, opportunities for whic) 
are afforded in the articles in the shop, and in com 
pounding them from prescriptions. 

2d. The study of anatomy, as obtained from the 
human body, and from written and engraved de. 
scriptions, and occasionally assisting at post-mortem 
examinations and the dissection of the bodies of up- 
claimed inmates of the almshouse or prison; also, 
by the dissection of animals, ete. 

3d. By diagnosis and clinical medicine, by visit. 
ing the sick and infirm in the poor-house and the 
patierts of his preceptor. 

4th. The mechanism of labor, by demonstrations 
on the manikin and engravings. 

5th. Elementary botany and vegetable physiology, 
specimens for the study of which are profusely scai- 
tered in the surrounding country. 

Resolved, That the preceptor is recommended by 
examinations of his pupil or pupils, at short and 
stated intervals, to ascertain the progress being 
made in the several subjects of study. Among these 
should .be enclosed a history of medicine, and the 
biographies of the great men who have contributed 
to extend the boundaries of the science, and to en- 
rich its resources for successful practice. 

Several amendments were proposed to the original 
resolution offered by Dr. Bell. 

Dr. Coates moved to strike out the details in the 
resolution. Adopted. 

An amendment proposed by Dr. Harrsnorye was 
also adopted. 

A motion was made that the graduates of female 
medical colleges should be admitted to the prac- - 
tice of medicine in accordance with some, but in op- 
position to other medical societies, 

The motion was, after some discussion, laid over 
for consideration. 

Dr. Corson, of Montgomery, thought there could 
be no reason why women should not be thus recog: 
nized, if they went through a proper course of medi- 
cal instruction, and subscribed to the code of medi- 
cal ethics. 

Several resolutions were offered in relation t 
withholding all support from the faculty and grad- 
uates of female medical colleges until they sabmitted 
to the conditions proposed. 

It was said it was on account of the professors is 
these colleges having been discountenanced by the 
highest authorities in medical societies, that phys 
cians refused to give their support to the graduates 
If they had for instructors physicians in good stané- 
ing in medical societies, such would no longer be the 
case, but in such an event graduates would receive 
all proper countenance and support. 

A motion to adjourn till 10 o’cloek the next day, 
was made and carried. 

At 4 o'clock P. M. the Society, by invitation of 
Dre. Krexserps, visited the asylum under the supe 
intondence of that gentleman. 





gone 28, 1860.] 


Tuirp Day. 


The Society met at ten o’clock, and the minutes 
ef the last meeting were read and approved. 

De. Kennepy presented a report on the subject of 
Meteorology, giving some interesting particulars of 
the science. 

De. Hotmes read a report from the Bradford 
County Medical Society. 

The report after some consideration was referred 
to the Committee of Publication. 

In accordance with a request from the American 
Medical Society, the President proposed the appoint- 
ment of a committee to petition the Legislature for 
the passage of a law more stringent in regard to the 
subject of criminal abortion. 

On motion, the committee was appointed by the 
President, and was composed as follows: Drs. Bell, 
Worthington, Condie, and Wallace. 

The Committee on Nominations submitted the fol- 
lowing report for the next year : 

President—Edward Wallace, Berks. 

Vice Presidents—John Bell, Philadelphia; Geo. 
W. Allison, Beaver; J. H, Landis, Blair; G. W. 
Lott, Columbia. 

Corresponding Secretary—Joseph Carson, Phila- 
delphia. 

Recording Secretaries—J. T. Carpenter, Schuyl- 


kill; J. Hf. Smaltz, Philadelphia. 

Treasurer—R. P. Thomas, Philadelphia. 

Censors First and Second Districts—Drs. J. L. Zie- 
gler, Lancaster; A. Parscns, Bradford ; H. Carson, 


Montgomery: Jacob Pennypacker, Chester; B, 
Richardson, Susquehanna; Martin Luther, Berks; 
James 8. Carpenter, Schuylkill; D. F. Condie, 
Philadelphia; Ch. Innes, Northampton; J. W. 
Gloninger, Lebanon. 

Censors Third and Fourth Districte—Drs. N. 
Packer, Tioga ; P. Ebert, Perry; J. D. Ross, Blair; 
J.B. Luden, Huntingdon; W. R. Finley, Blair; G. 
L. Shearer, York. 

Censors Fifth and Sizth Districts—Drs. J. Wis- 
hart, Washington; S. Cunningham, Beaver; J. M. 
Stewart, Indiana ; Semon, Cambria; J. B. 
Dutcher, Lawrence ; Jas. King, Allegheny. 

Delegates to the American Medical Association— 
Drs. J. Schrack, Montgomery ; J. E. Singer, Perry ; 
J. 8. Carpenter, Schuylkill; B. Richardson, Susque- 
hanna; H. Hartshorne, Philadelphia ; D. Holmes, 
Bradford; B. F. Schneck, Lebanon; J. K. Raub, 
Lancaster ; J. R. Everhart, Chester; 8. D. Gross, 
Philadelphia; A. Nebinger, Philadelphia. 

Additional Members of the Committee of Publication 
—Drs. Levi Curtis, Philadelphia ;-J. Remington, do.; 
W. B. Atkinson, do. 

The Committee have unanimously agreed upon 
Pittsburgh as the next place of meeting. 

The Committee would further recommend the 
adoption of the following resolution : 


MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 





257 


Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed 
to make the necessary arrangements for the next 
meeting, and that this Society defray all the neces- 
sary and incidental expenses for printing, rent of 
room, &c. 

The above report was unanimously adopted. 

Dre E. Watuacs, the President elect for the suc- 
ceeding year, made the following remarks on taking 
the Chair: 

Gentlemen--The honor you have conferred upon 
me in selecting me to preside over your delibera- 
tions, is as unexpected as it is on my part unmerit- 
ed. WhenIcast my eyes over this assembly, and 
see So many, better qualified for the position I now 
occupy, { am wholly at a loss to account for your 
partiality. 

But, gentlemen, whatever may be my errors, and 
however great my inexperience, in my, as yet un- 
tried position, I do hope to bring to it the exercise 
of a firm purpose, in the faithful and impartial dis- 
charge of the duties incumbent upon me. Since its 
earliest organizatiqn I have been interested and 
associated with this body, and through our local 
society I have endeavored, to the extent of my 
ability, to aid in the accomplishment of the objects 
for the promotion of which we have assembled here 
to-day. 

That we have not been heretofore more successful 
may be no fault of ours, but, gentlemen, in a field 
so extensive, each individual has something to do, 
and it beheoves him to see to it, that he performs 
his duty in the sphere in which he moves. Appre- 
ciating, as I do, your kindness, may I not ask your 
indulgence in the farther prosecution of our busi- 
ness, to which, without further delay, we will now 
proceed. 

On motion, a vote of thanks was passed to the va- 
rious institutions which had been visited by the 
Society. 

Also, a vote of thanks to the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, for the admirable manner in which they 
had diseharged their duties. 

Also, a vote of thanks to the President, Dr. Con- 
die, for the able manner in which he had discharged 
the duties of his offiee. Also, to the other officers of 
the Society. 

It was resolved that the President be requested to 
deliver an address at their next meeting. 

It was agreed to accept the invitation to visit the 
Frankford Insane Asylum in the afternoon. 

An invitation to visit the Blind Asylum was de- 
clined on aceount of the adjournment of the Society. 

The minutes of the session were then read by the 
Seeretary. 

After the reading, De. Maysurry moved that the 
society adjourn to meet at Pittshurgh on the second 
Wednesday in June of the year 1861. 

The motion was carried, and the society adjourned 
accordingly, to the time stated above. 
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NATIONAL SANITARY CONVENTION. 


The Fourth Annual Meeting of this Convention 
took place at Boston, June 14th, 15th, and 26th. 

The Convention was called to order by Mayor 
Lrxcoin, and temporarily organized by the choice 
of Dr. Jonn H. Griscom, of New York, as Presi- 
dent, and Dr. Henry G. Crarx, of Boston, as 
Secretary. 

Alderman Starr, of New York, moved that a 
committee of one be appointed from each State, to 
nominate a list of permanent officers. The follow- 
ing gentlemen were appointed on the Committee : 

New York, C. C. Savage; Massachusetts, Jos. M. 
Wightman ; Pennsylvania, Dr. Ruschenberger ; New 
Jersey, Dr. Isaac A. Nichols; Rhode Island, Dr. 
Snow; Maryland, Dr. J. W. Houck; Georgia, Dr. R. 
D. Arnold; Tennessee, Dr. C. B. Guthrie; Ohio, Dr. 
Robert Thompson ; Dr. McLellan, delegated by the 
Secretary of War, to attend the Convention as the 
Representative of the Medical Department of the 
U. 8. Army. 

Mayor Lincoln, ina short address welcomed the 
delegates to the city, and congratulated the Con- 
vention on so full a representation from every sec- 
tion of the country. Various invitations were ex- 
tended to the Convention and accepted. 

The President announced the titles of various 
reports in print to be presented to the Convention. 

Gen. Wetmore, of New York, spoke of the bene- 
ficial operations of this body in regard to the 
Quarantine restrictions in that city. The action of 
the Convention fourteen months ago was second 
only to the Deelaration of Independence. 

Mr. Wieutman, from the Committee on Perma- 
nent Organization, reported as follows: 

President —Dr. Jacob Bigelow, of Boston. 


Viee-Presidents.—Hon. R. D. Arnold. of Ga. ; Alex. 
H. Stevens, M. D., of N. ¥.; Heary G. Clarke, M. D., 
of Boston; John F. Lamb, M. D., of Pennsylvania; 
Judson Gilman, M. D., of Maryland; Hon. Moxes 
Bigelow, of New Jersey; Hon. J. C. Knight, of 
Rhode Island; Robt. Thompson, M. D. of Ohio; 
C. B. Guthrie, M. D., of Tennessee; Thomas Stew- 
ardson, M. D., of Pennsylvania; Ald. Charles 
Starr, of N. ¥.; Hon. Thomas Aspinwall, of Bos- 
ton; J. W. Houck, M. D., of Baltimore. 

Seeretartes —Calvin Ellis, M. D., of Boston; J. 
B. Jones, M. D., of Brooklyn; Wm. Taylor, M. D., 
of Pennsylvania; Ald. David C. Dodd, Jr., of New- 
ark, N. J. 

Upon taking the chair, Dr. Bigelow made a few 
remarks on the importance of Sanitary Conventions, 
and thanked the assembly for the honor done him. 

Dr. C. B. Gurnee, of Tenn., presented a report 
upon legal restrictions for the control of the sale of 
poisons and dangerous drugs, ending with propos- 
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ting the following form of law and list of poisons ang 
dangerous drugs : 

Src. 1. No person shall be alowed to sell or dis. 
pemse any of the following articles mamed in this 
act, and known as “Poisons or dangerous drags,” 
except they shall hold a diploma or certificate of 
membership of a College of Pharmacy, or the certi- 
ficate of the American Pharmaceutical Association, 
or the certificate of two or more physicians in regy. 
lar or active practice, in the town where they reside 
and propose to do business, certifying to their ac. 
quirements as apothecaries, and integrity as men, 
which diploma or certificate shall be exhibited ins 
conspicuous place in their stores. This act shall 
not be considered as applying to practitioners of 
medicine in selting or dispensing to their patients, 

Src. 2. The following named articles shall be 
deemed poisons, and the persons authorized to sell 
or dispense the same, shall keep a book of registra- 
tion, in which the name of the article and the quan- 
tity sold, and the name and sex of the purchaser 
shall be duly entered, and it shall not be lawful to 
sell or dispense the same to minors or persons of 
unsound mind. 

List of Poisons.—Atropia and iis salts; aeonite 
and its preparations; arsenic; corrosive sublimate; 
cyanide of silver, mercury, zinc and potassium; 
cannabis indica and its preparations ; cocculus Indi- 
eus and its preparations; cantharides ; deadly night- 
shade; digitalis; daturia; delpbinia and its salts; 
ergot and its preparations; gelseminum and its 
preparations; henbane; nux vomica; nicotine; 
opium and its salts and preparations; essential oil 
of bitter almonds, rue, tancy, savin; prussic acid; 
picrotoxin; poison hemlock; strychnia; St. Igna- 
tius bean; tartar emetic in more than six grains; 
veratria. 

Sec. 3. This act shall not be taken to ‘apply to 
such as are engaged in the manufacture, or whole 
saling of any of the above articles, except when 
sold in small quantities to others besides the trade. 

Sec. 4. All such articles shall be clearly and dis- 
tinetly labeled with the name of each article, and 
such as are commonly used for the destruction of 
vermin shall also be labeled ‘ poison” before lear- 
ing the hands of the apothecary. 

Sec. 5. All persons offending against the prove 
sions of this law, shall be subject to a penalty of 
$— for each and every offence. 

The report mentions the desirability of 9 la¥ 
nearly uniform in all the States. The report was 
laid on the table. 

Dr. ALexanper H. Srevens, of New York, pre 
sented a report from the Committee on the Utilityof 
Wet Docks, in connection with Quarantine ; and Dr. 
A. N. Bext, of Brooklyn, N. Y., one from the Com 
mittee on External Hygiere, which was accepted 
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and laid upon the table, together with a letter from 
Dr. Reed on the same subject. 

A report by Dr. Snow, of Providence, was also 
received and laid upon the table. 


Afternoon Session. 

The Convention met at 4 o’clock, according to ad- 
journment, and the minutes of the morning’s ses- 
sion were read and approved. 

An invitation to visit the State Prison was re 
ceived and accepted. 

The following gentlemen were appointed on the 
Basiness Committee : 

Dr. John H. Griscom, of New York; Dr. John 
M. Moriarty, of Boston ; Dr. Wilson Jewell, of Penn- 
sylvania ; Dr. Judson Gilman, of Maryland ; Dr. Jno. 
Jeffries, of Massachusetts; Dr. Edward Mead, of 
Obio; Dr. E. M. Snow, of Rhode Island; Mr. Jo- 
seph M. Wightman, of Massachusetts; Dr. C. B. 
Guthrie, of Tennessee; Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, of New 
York; Dr. John F. Lamb, of Pennsylvania; Dr. 
Lewis W. Oakley, of New Jersey ; Gen. Prosper M. 
Wetmore, of New York. 

On motion of Mayor Lincotn, the several re- 
ports, which were laid on the table in the morning, 
were referred to the Business Committee, who then 
retired for consultation. 

Dr. OrpRoNEAUX gave notice that he should 
make a motion in the morning to appoint a com- 
mittee of five, to regulate what business should 
come before the Convention. 

On motion of Hon. Moses Krupatt, the Busi- 
ness Committee were instructed to consider the ex- 
pediency of appointing a special committee to con- 
tider the subject of pleuro-pneumonia, the disease 
prevailing among cattle. 

A resolution, advising the legislature to take into 
consideration a law regulating the sale of poisonous 
drags, 2s recommended by Dr. Guthrie, was offered. 

Dr. Jewet, of Philadelphia, objected to the reso- 
lution. He thought the shop-boys did the mischief, 
and the apothecaries bore the blame. 

Dr. Griscom thought it very unwise for the Con- 
vention to take any steps in the matter. 

Dr. Jacop BictLow said the subject had been 
considered by the Convention several years ago, and 
they came to the conclusion, after a mature delibe- 
ration, that it was an evil to be affected by public 
opinion rather than by legislation. He knew of one 
apothecary who sold between seventy and eighty 
half ounce papers of arsenic in a year—handing it 
out to any one who asked for it. But the people 
a alarmed, and legislation was unneces- 

Dr. Onprongavx said he should go heart and 
hand for the adoption of the resolution. 


Dr. Guruaie explained his motives for proposing 
this action. 
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The subject was discussed at some length by Dr. 
Jewett, of Philadelphia; Mr. Suaannon, of New 
York; and Dr. Guernsey, of the same city. 

Finally, on motion of Mr. Kimpatt, the whole 
subject of Dr. Guthrie’s ‘‘ Report upon legal restric- 
tions for the control of the sale of poisonous and dan- 
gerous drugs,” was indefinitely postponed, and the 
convention adjourned till next day. 


Seconp Day. 


The Convention met at ten o’clock, according to 
adjournment, The records of the last meeting were 
read by the Secretary. 

The first business of the meeting was the report 
of the Committee on External Hygiene. 

Dr. JeweLt, of Philadelphia, moved that the 
report be accepted, and embodied in the records of 
the proceedings. 

De. Hannris, of New York, referred to some errors 
of the printer in the report; but the Chairman, Ds. 
ARNOLD, said the committee would attend to those 
matters. : 

Gen. Wetmorg, of New York, said he could not 
permit so important a subject to pass without some 
remark. The question is thirty years old in Eng- 
land, alsoin France. £3,000,000 were appropriated 
by the English government for the improvement of 
the drainage of London. In New York, the system 
of drainage received very little attention. In Lon- 
don, the ratio of deaths was one in forty five; in 
New York, one in thirty-six ; in spite of great natu- 
ral facilities for drainage. Boston is far in advance 
of the other principal cities. He saw much to excite 
his admiration in the city government, besides 
other matters, of which it was not necessary to speak 
there. (Applause.) The convention ought to be 
thankful to the gentlemen who have given so much 
time to this subject, and especially to the gentleman 
who had risen from a sick bed to bring it before 
them. In the harbor of the city where he lived, 
might be found, during the summer months, hun- 
dreds of vessels filled with sick and dying men, and 
not an official had liberty to set them free from 
their confinement. It wasa remnant of the dark 
ages. He sincerely hoped the report would be 
adopted. 

Dr. Tompson, of Ohio, referred to what was 
termed ‘‘ trembles,” among animals, and the milk 
disease, among human beings, which is transmitta- 
ble to every part of the world. Cattle known to be- 
afflicted with the disease are forwarded by dealers. 
to Albany and New York. He did not wish to ob- 
trude the subject upon the Convention, but he: 
wished to save a great city, known for its large bills: 
of mortality, from the obloquy of this trade, carried: 
on at their doors. 

Dz. Griscom took exception to some provisions of: 
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the report, which were explained by Dz. Harris of 
New York. 

Dr. JEwELL renewed his motion, that the resolu- 
tions appended to the report be adopted, and the re~ 
port printed in the proceedings of the Convention. 

Gen. Matner thought the resolutions killed the 
report, and objected to them entirely. 

Remarks were made, pro and con, by Dr. Gris- 
com and by Dr. AnperRsoy, of Staten Island. The 
latter gentleman said it was well known that there 
was no quarantine in New York now. 

Dr Orproneavux, of New York, said he believed 
that the spirit of the report was generally accepta- 
ble to the Convention. To meet the objections of 
Gen. Mather, however, he offered a slight amend- 
ment to the first resolution—applicable, also, to the 
other resolutiong—which was accepted by the Con- 
vention. 

Dr. Griscom, from the Committee on Business, 
reported four resolutions, which were adopted by 
the Convention. 


First.—That the report of Dr. Guthrie, on poi- 


sons, be printed without the appendix. 

Second.—That this Convention deem it inexpedi- 
ent that any action be taken on the subject of pleu- 
ro-pneumonia. 

Third.—That the report on civic cleanliness be 
published, and a copy sent to every incorporated 
city in the United States. 

Fourth.—That the report of Dr. Snow, on regis- 
tration, be accepted and published. 


They were adopted. 

Lieut. VieLz, who wrote the able report on civic 
cleanliness, enforced the importance of the subject 
upon the convention. He said the great masses of 
the people were thoroughly ignorant in regard to it, 
and that this ignorance had permeated all cl.isses— 
the rich and refined, as well as the poorer portions 

' of the community. The people were innately filthy, 
as evidenced by the condition of the principal cities. 

Mr. Samuel Haliday said that he had fourd that the 
people lived in communities of about 10,000 in num- 
ber. 
ing denser. The poor cannot afford to move out of 
the cities; they must cluster around the centre 
where they obtain their work. If New York city 
contained as dense a populaton throughout its whole 
limits as are confined within some portions, it would 
have a mass of 3,000,000 of human beings; and the 
Island, 10,000,000 more. The speaker had ascer- 


. | which he read by request. 
In the great cities, population is daily becom- 
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President of the N. Jersey Agricultural Society, and 
Benjamin Haines, of the Executive Committee of tie 
State Agricultural Society, who are in the city 
business connected with the cattle disease, wer 
invited to take seats in the Convention. 

The report on registration was adopted. It wy 
also voted that a committee of five be appointed ty 
the Chairman, to take measures to provide for, 
permanent organization of the Sanitary Convention, 

Dr. Orproneaux moved to take up his resoly 
tion in favor of a committee, which should have be. 
fore it questions not now provided for, such as the 
cattle disease for instance. 

The resolution was referred to the Business Com. 
mittee. 

The report upon ‘‘ wet docks ” was referred to the 
Committee on ‘External Hygiene,” with fal 
powers. 

Gen. Matuer, of New York, from the Committee 
on Dispensaries, observed, that owing to variow 
causes, he regretted to say no report had been pre 
pared. The Committee was discharged, and s new 
one constituted, of which Gen. Mather was made 
chairman. 

The Committee on Tenement Houses was con- 
tinued through the rear. 

Mr. Haswe tt offered a resolve that the Commit 
tee on Civic Cleanliness, prepare a system of sewer 
age adapted to localities where the tidal volume is of 
greater or less force. Adopted. 

Adjourned until 8 o’clock in the evening. 


Evening Session. 

Mayor Lincotn presented a communication from 
George B. Emerson, on the subject of the drainage 
of cities. It was read by the Secretary, andre 
ferred to the Committee on Civic Cleanliness. 

There being no other business before the meeting, 
Dr. Harris, of New York, submitted a carefully pre 
pared paper, as a voluntary contribution on the 
subject of steam or dry heat as a disinfectant, 
It was referred to the 
Business Committee. 

After some discussion relative to the theory st 
vanced by Dr. Harris, he offered a resolution pr 
viding for the appointment of a Committee of three, 
to report at the next annual meeting upon the utility 
of the application of steam or dry heat for purposes 
of disinfection. 

In the course of the discussion, Alderman Dodd, 


tained that, in some of the closely congregated of Newark, stated that it cost the United Ststes 


famiiies, the children deceased exceeded the num- | 
-ber alive. In the case of a building referred to in 


$19,000 for their experiments in freezing out the 
yellow fever from the frigate Susquehanna, and 


Boston, Mr. Haliday stated that some of the rooms | operation did not prove successful. 


. wrented for 75 cents per week, and that the gross 
urental was $4,500 per year. 
The report was adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Wightman, Norris N. Halstead, 


Dr. Gurrunie, of Memphis, Tenn., thought the 
theory would prove highly beneficial if applied 
public washing houses fur the poor of cities. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 
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Dz. Gaiscom, from the Business Committee, re- 
that the resolution presented by Dr. Ordro- 

nesux in relation to a Committee on State Medicine, 
be referred back to the Convention, with the recom- 
mendation that a committee of five be appointed on 
State Medicine, to report on subjects of sanitary 
reform not already provided for by standing com- 
mittees. 

After a long and spirited discussion, the report 
was recommitted to the Committee. 

At 11 o’clock the Convention adjourned until 10 
o'clock next day. 


Third Day. 

The convention resumed its session at half-past 
ten o’clock, Mayor Arnold of Savannah, in the chair. 

Dr. Timotny NeweEtu of Providence, was admit- 
ted to the convention. 

Dr. Griscom, from the Committee on Business, 
reported the following resolutions :— 

Resolved, That the paper of Dr. Harris, upon 
“Heatas a Disinfectant,” be published with the 
transactions. 

Resolved, That the resolution of Dr. OrpRoNovx. 
with reference to State medicines, be adopted, with 
the following modification: Thata committee of five 
be appointed on State medicine, whose duty it shall 
beto report, at the next annual session, such sub- 
jects of sanitary importance as, in their judgment, 
require legislation, or further investigation, for their 
permanent improvement. 

The first resolution was adopted. 

Dr. Harris, of New York, sustained the second 
resolution as modified, and supported the opinions 
expressed on Friday evening, in opposition to the 
resolution as at first reported. 

Gen. Marner, of N. Y. renewed his opposition to 
the resolution, which he declared was the same in 
substance as first recommended. He wanted some- 
thing specific, and something that everybody could 
understand. It was a monstrous proposition to 
delegate to a committee of five every subject of 
consideration, 

Dr. OrpRoxovx, of N. Y. asked leave to withdraw 
the resolution. Ie did not want to be the cause of 
fiseord, and did not want it to go upon the journal 
that the phrase “State Medicine” was not under- 
stood here. 


J. M. Wicurman, of Boston, thought the resolution 


could not be withdrawn. It was the property of the | 


convention. 


The chair decided that the resolution could not 
be withdrawn. 


6 Dr. Jewet, of Philadelphia, supported the resolu- 
on, 


Dr. Gniseom, of New York, moved the previous | 


Question, 


G. M. Wicntman also moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was ordered. : 
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Upon the question of the adoption of the resolu- 
tion, Gen. Matuer called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

The resolution was then adopted, by 46 to 16. 

Hon. Edward Everett was invited to take a seat 
on the platform. He accepted the invitation and 
was loudly applauded. 

He expressed himself very much indebted for the 
invitation extended to him to take a seat there. He 
came merely as one of the citizens at large, to be 
instructed and edified by their proceedings. 

Mr. KimBaL1, of Boston moved a reconsideration 
of the vote upon the adoption of the resolution, and 
went into a speech in opposition thereto upon the 
grounds heretofore stated. 

Dr. Griscom replied to some supposed personal 
insinuations in the remarks of Mr. Kimball. He 
moved to lay the motion for reconsideration on the 
table, and insisted upon the motion against the 
wishes of Mr. Guthrie, who desired to make an ex- 
planation. The motion to lay on the table was car- 
ried by 22 to 21. 

Dr. Guturiz, of Tennessee, moved the Committee 
on Medicine be nominated at large, and earnestly 
complained of the course of Dr. Griscom in first 
moving the previous question, and then refusing to 
withdraw a motion to lay on the table to givea 
member of the Business Committee a chance for 
explanation. 

The motion was carried, and the following nomi- 
nations were made :— 

Dr. John Ordronoux of New York, Moses Kim- 
ball of Boston, Gen. Mather of New York, Dr. 
Jewell of Philadelphia, Dr. McLauren of the United 
States Army, Dr. R. La Roche of Philadelphia. 

Dr. Jewell voted against Gen. Mather, and pe- 
remptorily declined to stand upon the committee on 
account of certain things that had been whispered 
in his ears. 

Dr. Ordronoux declined to serve on account of 
certain insinuations against the purity of his mo- 
tives. 

The convention unanimously refused to excuse Dr. 
Ordronoux. 

At this point, Gen. Mather rose to present a reso- 
lution. He said the affluence of courtesy extended 
to the convention by the-city of Boston made them 
bankrupt in thanks. What he saw on Friday ren- 
dered him very doubtful if New York possessed any 
advantages over Boston. No American could look 
upon Massachusetts Bay and forget its history. For 
himself he was happier to-day for what he saw upon 
the islands in Boston Harbor. He closed by offering 
the following resolution, which was adopted : -- 

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention are 
due and hereby tendered to the City Council of Bos- 
ton, for the noble spirited hospitality and graceful 
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courtesy extended by them to the members of this 
Convention during its present session in this city. 

On motion of Dr. Jewell, of Philadelphia, the 
thanks of the Convention were extended to Dr. Jacob 
Bigelow, for the amiable manner in which he had 
presided over the Convention, 

The thanks of the Convention were also extended 
to the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanics Associa- 
tion, for the free use of their beautiful hall. 

Dr. Ellis, Secretary of the Convention, was also 
thanked for his services. 

The resolution of the last session declaring yellow 
fever not to be infectious, was re-affirmed. 

Gzo. H. Syeviine, of Boston, proposed a resolu- 
tion, recommending such a division of the hours of 
labor as to enable workmen to have an hour and a half 
for dinner instead of an hour. 

On motion of Dr. Griscom, of New York, the mat- 
ter was referred to a committee whose duty it shall 
be to report upon the subject at the next session. 

Dr. Map, of Ohio, moved the next session of the 
Convention be held at Cincinnati. 

Dr. Powett of Brooklyn, communicated the invita- 
tion of the Mayor of that City for the Convention to 
meet there. 

Mayor Knight of Providence, who occupied the 


Chair, said it would gratify him to have the next , 


session at Providence, but he had understood the 
Committee had decided on Washington as the next 
place of meeting. 

Gen. Mather was excused from serving on the 
Committee on State Medicine, and Dr. Thompson, of 
Ohio, was chosen in his stead. 

Mr. Josepu B. Exxiott of Boston proposed the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed 
to report a uniform plan for maps of the physical 
geography of cities, for statistical and sanitary pur- 
poses, with a view of obtaining the construction of 
such maps by the several municipal governments. 

A vote of thanks to the Board of Directors of 
Public Institutions was adopted, and also to Mayor 
Lincoln and the citizens of Boston. 

Dr. Jewell moved the next Convention be held at 
Cincinnati, on Wednesday in the last week of May 
next. The motion was carried, and the following 
Committee of Arrangements was appointed :— 

Dr. Edward Mead, Mayor Bishop, Nicholas Long- 
worth, Wm. M. B. Wright, R. B. Bowler of Cincin- 
nati; J. M. Wightman, of Boston; Wm. Taylor, of 
Philadelphia; Wm. Gilman, of Baltimore; R. H. 
Shannon and P. M. Wetmore of New York. 

George H. Snelling read a translated paper upon the 
climate of America as contrasted with that of Europe. 
The paper was referred to a committee, with instruc- 
tions to report upon it at the next meeting. 

Several committees were continued, some were 
changed, and some were discharged. 
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The Chair 10minated the following Committe: 

On Dispensaries—F. E. Mather N. Y., Dr. ER 
Clair Ash of Philadelphia, Dr. S. G. Townsend g 
Boston, Dr. Judson Gilman, of Baltimore, (.¢ 
Savage of Brooklyn. 

On Permanent Organization—Dr. Wilson Jewdly 
Philadelphia, P. M. Wetmore of New York, Jy 
Wightman of Boston, Dr. J. H. Griscom of New Yor, 
Dr. C. B. Guthrie of Tennessee. 

Tenement Houses—S. B. Haliday and Dr. W.3 
Bibbens of New York, and Dr. Josiah Curtis ¢ 
Boston. 

Hours of Labor—George H. Snelling of Bost 
S. B. Haliday, of New York, J. C. Knight of Proj. 
dence. 

On Maps—E. B. Elliott of Boston, Lieut. BL 
Viele of New York, Dr. Arnold of Savannah, pb. 
Ruschenberger of Philadelphia, Dr. J. B. Jonesd 
Brooklyn. 

After a few eloquent parting words by Dr. Big 
low, the Convention adjourned sine die. 


The Dinner. 


On Saturday afternoon, on the invitation of the 
city authorities of Boston, the Convention partot 
of a sumptuous dinner at the Revere House, h 
reply to one of the toasts ‘Science, Poetry ani 
Medicine,” Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes read th 
following poem :— 


What makes the Healing Art divine? 
The bitter drug we buy and sell,— 

The brands that scorch, the blades that shine, 
The scars we leave, the “cures” we tell? 


Are these thy glories, holiest Art,— 
The trophies that adorn thee best,— 
Or but thy triumph’s meanest part, 
Where mortal weakness stands confessed! 


We take the arms that Heaven supplies 
For Life’s long battle with Disease, 

Taught by our various need to prize 

~ Our frailest weapons, even these. 


When Science drops her broken shield,— 
Its peaceful shelter proved in vain,— 

And bares her snow-white arm to wield 
The sad, stern ministry of pain. 


When shuddering o’er the fount of life, 
She folds her heaven-anointed wings, 

To lift unmoved the glittering knife 
That searches all its crimson springs. 


When, faithful to her ancient lore, 
She thrusts aside her fragrant balm 
For blistering juice, or cankering ore, 
And tames them till they cure or calm. 


When in her gracious hand are seen 
The dregs and scum of earth and seas,— 
Her kindness counting all things clean, 
That lend the sighing sufferer ease. 
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Thongh on the field that Death has won, 
She saves some stragglers in retreat, 
These single acts of mercy done 
Are but confessions of defeat ! 


What though our tempered poisons save 
Some wrecks of life from aches and ails, 
Those d specifics Nature gave 
Sas cover poised by weights and scales. 


God lent his creatures light and air, 
And waters open to the skies, 

Man locks him in a stifling lair, 
And wonders why his brother dies! 


In vain our pitying tears are shed, 
Ia vain we rear the sheltering pile, 
Where Art weeds out from bed to bed, 
The plagues we planted by the mile! 


Be that the glory of the past; 

With these our sacred toils begin,— 
§o flies in tatters from its mast 

The yellow flag of sloth and sin. 


And lo! the starry folds reveal 

The blazoned truth we hold so dear, 
To guard is better than to heal,— 

The shield is nobler than the spear! 


Speeches were made by Dr. Ordronoux of New 
York, Dr. Savage of Brooklyn, N. Y., Gen. Wetmore 
of N. Y. Board of Commerce, Hon. Josiah Quincy, 
Jr, Alderman Ball of Newark, N. J., Gen. Mather, 
President of the N. Y. Sanitary Association, Rev. 
Dr. Lothrop, Dr. John H. Griscom, Dr. H. G. Clark, 
Dr. A. H. Stevens of New York, Dr. McLaaren, U. 
8. 4., Col. Aspinwall, J. C. Wyman, Mayor Dana, 
of Charlestown, and Hon. Moses Kimball. A senti- 
ment complimentary to the host was received with 
immense cheering. 


EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 
Periscope, 


Chemistry of Vision.—At a recent meeting 
of the Academy of Medicine, in Paris, Reg- 
tauld communicated some original observa- 
ions upon the fluorescence of the transparent 
media of the eye. It is well known that a 
ny of light proceeding from the sun, from fire, 
or from the electric spark is compound, and 
— be easily separated into three portions, the 
illuminating, the calorific and the chemical. 

~*ttain substances possess the property of 
zing or absorbing the chemical rays, instead 
“ Wansmitting or reflecting them; to this 
any the term Fluoreseence has been ap- 
2 “a Regnauld has discovered that the pe- 

Phery of the cornea, and of the crystalline 
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lens, the membrana hyaloidea and the retina 
are fluorescent. The cornea, the lens, and the 
membrana hyaloidea can be classed among 
the tufamina oculi, inasmuch as they regu- 
late the quality of light which enters the 
chamber of the eye just as the eyelids, pupil, 
ete., regulate the quantity. 

There are certain substances which possess 
in an eminent degree fluorescence, the most 
perfect of these being the uran mica. May 
not glasses of this mica protect the eyes of 
those who are subject to the injurious effects 
of the chemical rays proceeding from bright 
light ? 


Resection of the Jaw in Phosphor-Necrosis. 
—lIn a valuable work upon the Diseases of the 
Teeth, by Dr. Albrecht, of Berlin, the early 
removal of the diseased bone is deprecated, 
Unless the onward progress of the disease has 
been permanently arrested, operative proce- 
dure will but facilitate the destruction of the 
bone, inasmuch as the wound affords an ex- 
posed surface to the action of the poisonous 
element with which the saliva is impregnated. 
Resection should only be performed when it is 
certainly ascertained, that the patient is no 
longer under the influence of the phosphorus ; 
it is advisable, to suffer nature to effect the 
removal of the sequestrum, in all cases in 
which the patient’s health is not threatened 
by the suppuration incidental to the elimina- 
tion. 


Cataract in Diabetes.—A patient 49 years 
of age, under the care of Prof. Griesinger, 
presented during the progress of Diabetes, 
opacity of the crystalline lens. 

At the very commencement of the disease 
the powers of vision were impaired, objects 
appearing as seen through a mist. After a 
time, under a mixed diet, this imperfection 
was removed. Under a rigid animal diet the 
vision again became indistinct; at the same 
time the thirst was less, and the urine passed 
in a smaller quantity, contained a diminished 
amount of sugar. The opthalmoscope showed 
a complete cataract. During the presence of 
the menses the sight was improved. 


In Berlin, attention has recently been par- 
ticularly called to the comparative great mor- 
tality from consumption amongst tailors. The 
sitting position, the high temperature of the 
rooms (in which the irons are heated,) and the 
dampness from ironing are the principal 
causes of the tendency to Phthisis. 
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PHILADELPHIA, SATURDAY, JUNE 23, 1860. 


THE THREE MEDICAL CONVENTIONS OF 
1860. 

The month of June this year bas been pro- 
lific of national conventions. Among these 
we have chronicled in our pages the proceed- 
ings of three, which were made up wholly, or 
in great part, by medical men. First, the 
Association of Superintendents of Hospitals 
for the Insane, which met in this city on the 
28th ult., adjourning on the Ist instant; 
Second, the American Medical Association, 
which held its thirteenth annual meeting in 
New Haven, commencing on the 5th and 
closing on the 9th instant; And lastly, the 
Quarantine and Sanitary Convention, which 
met in the city of Boston on the 14th instant, 
continuing its sessions for three days. A re- 
port of the proceedings of the last named body 
may be found in this number. 

In these three conventions, as they meet 
from year to year, is concentrated, or repre- 
sented, a large proportion of the talent and 
respectability of the medical profession of this 
country, and they and their objects are gradu- 
ally but surely gaining on the good will of all 
whose good opinion and co-operation are of 
any value. Up to within a very few years, 
the medical profession of this country was a 
heterogeneous mass, or incompatible mixture. 
But a change has come over it. Inert and 
useless matter is being precipitated, while the 
portions having affinity for each other, are 
erystalizing into definite forms, and giving 
origin to the different associations named at 
the beginning of this article. The ultimate 
influence of this process—its reaction on the 
mass of the profession and the people, cannot 
be otherwise than beneficial. Medical educa- 
tion, the improvement of which has been an 
object earnestly sought by the profession for 
many years, has unmistakably received an 
impetus. Active minds in the profession have 
been earnestly and successfully engaged in the 
investigation of specific subjects, and valuable 
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papers have been published as a result of 
labors. At each meeting of these associa 
interesting and instructive discussions are 
ticipated in, and in the American Medial 
sociation the extent and variety of thewé 
cussions has been greatly increased by 
division of that body into sections. 

There are two or three features which# 
conventions have incommon, which are wortiy 
of brief comment, viz : their nationality, thy 
migratory character, their sociable featun, 

All the bodies named have been compa) 
of delegates from every part of the count 
who have met in a truly fraternal spirity 
endeavor to advance the common good of thé 
chosen profession, and through it of the sm 
ral communities they represent. 

Thus far, these conventions have been m 
gratory, the annual meetings having been bell 
in the large cities and towns in all parts 
the country. We trust that this featuresi 
not be perpetuated, but that all these asso 
tions will become localised, or at least 
tially so, holding a majority of their meeting 
in one place. In such case, might they a 
coalesce the other two coming under the bral 
wing of the American Medical Associatial 
taking their position in appropriate sectionsit 
connection with that body ? 

The sociable feature of these annual met 
ings is a very pleasant one, and annually grm 
in importance. Evening receptions, will! 
temperate use of the provisions suppliel @ 
those occasions, afford an excellent opportani 
for the delegates to become acquainted. h 
has afforded us pleasure to notice that thers 
a growing disposition to have bodies unite # 
these sociable evening parties. Many of 
delegates are accompanied by female met 
bers of their families, thus adding to theirom 
comfort and pleasure, while conferrings bet 
fit on their companions, and adding 3% 
agreeable variety to the meetings of the a 
ciations. At New Haven this feature 
female element—in the evening receptious™ 
a very pleasant one, and more general thant 
have observed on any former occasion. 

Next year, the American Medical ae 
tion meets in Chicago, Ill.; the Associalie 
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ntendents of Hospitals for the Insane in 


Buperi anne 
R. I.; and the Quarantine and 


Providence, 


Ranitary Convention in Cincinnati. 


— 


ANEW WEEKLY MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


The star of weekly medical journals seems 
last to be in the ascendant. After a great 
any unsuccessful attempts to establish them 
this city and New York, the MEDICAL AND 
SyedicaL REPoRTER at last led the way, adopt- 
ing a course which at once popularized it with 
¢ profession. Our neighbors of New York, 
ready to profit by a good example, last 
year began the publication of one weekly, and 
ow we have before us the initial number of a 
ond, which will shortly make its appearance 
alarly. 
The —_—s Medical Times” is the 
itle of this new candidate for professional 
ivor. It is published by Bailliére & Co., the 
ublishers of the late New York Journal of 
Medicine, which is discontinued. In form and 
nce the Times copies very closely after 
he London weekly journals. It is edited, by 
Dr, Stephen Smith, late of the Journal of 
edicine, Dr. Elisha Harris, and Dr. Geo. F. 
Shrady. The contents of the number we have 
received, are varied and interesting. There is 
plenty of material in New York to support at 
ast one good weekly. We wish that the 
imes was in the hands of the profession en- 
lirely. Its publishers are enterprising men, 
the editors are well known for their ability. 
We wish the Times unbounded success, and 
trdially extend to it the fraternal hand. 


A respected correspondent, in another 
tluma, thinks that we have unfairly com 
mented on the recent discussion of the Penn- 
iylrania Society of Dental Surgeons, on the 
tubject of anwsthesia in dental surgery. , He 
does not admit that the ridiculous objections 
Wether, presented at that meeting, as its un- 

t odor, terrible magnifying of its dan- 
fms, and the opinion that the effect of ether 
“entirely on the imagination of the patient, 
te, are equivalent to am “ opposition” to its ad. 
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ministration. Should a medical practitioner re- 
fuse to vaccinate his patients, or, if the patients 
insist upon it, send them elsewhere to have it 
done, or express an objection to it on ac- 
count of its dangers, such conduct would justly 
be considered as opposing vaccination. Simi- 
lar conduct toward anzsthesia—a blessing 
more than coequal with vaccination—must be 
similarly viewed. 

The tone of the discussion was against the 
use of ether as well as its abuse, and no one 
at the meeting took a clear position in favor of 
its general application to dental surgery. 

We admit, with our correspondent, that 
very many dentists are not by education capa- 
citated for the judicious administration of 
anesthetics, but our criticism was not addressed 
to that class, but to those who stand higher in 
the profession, as the members of the Penn- 
sylvania Association of Dental Surgeons, who 
are presumed to have sufficient intelligence 
and general medical information fur the safe 
use of ether in painful operations. It would 
be unfortunate indeed, if the pain incident to 
operations on the mouth and its immediate 
connections, which are appropriated as the 
peculiar domain of the dentist, is not to be 
prevented, as in general surgical operations, 
on account of the incompetence or prejudice 
of some dental operators. 

Dentists who are incompetent to administer 
ether safely, or are unwilling to give it, should 
not practice the higher departments of their 
profession, but kcep strictly to its mechanical 
details. 

The remark, “that the Association does 
not hold itself responsible for the opinions and 
theories that individual members may enter- 
tain,” ‘will not save the Association from a 
verdict inferred from individual expressions of 
opinion. 





t. 
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Cautery to the Epigastrium in the Vomiting 
of Pregnancy.—The actual cautery in the form 
of moxas, and issues made with Vienna paste 
have been successfully used by Mr. Ferrand 
in obstinate vomiting during gestation. Cases 
which resisted all other treatment were re- 
lieved by such application to the epigastrium. 
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Correspondence. 


Messrs. Editors:—As in the last number of the 
Reporrer you deemed it advisable to make the re- 
cent discussion of ‘ Angeesthetic Agents’ at a meet- 
ing of the Pennsylvania Association of Dental Sur- 
geons the subject of an editorial, I trust you will 
grant me the use of the columns of the journal, 
not for the purpose of commenting upon the mani- 
festation of justice evinced on your part in that 
effort, but to correct the erroneous impression you 
have formed, and communicated to others of the 
‘¢ opposition to anesthesia” in the practice of den- 
tistry. 

A careful perusal of the report, presented in the 
Dental Cosmos, will convince any one that though 
some of the members stated that they did not (for 
reasons all sufficient to themselves) employ anws- 
thic agents, no opposition was offered to the judi- 
cious use of ether in the hands of competent and 
careful persons. In addition to this, several of the 
members present, advocated very strongly the use of 
that agent, and others, who were not present, have 
had as much, if not more experience in its adminis- 
tration, than any medical or surgical practitioner in 
the country. 

The general tenor of the remarks made on that 
occasion, was not in opposition to the judicious wee, 
but the abuse of anesthethics; for though deeply 
sensible that the discovery of anesthesia is un- 
doubtedly one of the greatest boons ever conferred 
upon suffering humanity, those present could not 
be unmindful of the fact, that immunity from the 
pain attendant upon the extraction of teeth, cannot 
be purchased without some degree of danger to life, 
when the patients operated upon are laboring under 
serious affections of the vital organs, and particu- 
larly where the operator is ignorant alike of the 
human organism, the nature of the agent employed, 
and the proper course of treatment in cases of im- 
pending fatal determinations. 

Unfortunately this is too often the case, for many 
persons who have been unsuccessful in other call- 
ings, regarding dentistry as an avocation easy of 
acquisition, after passing a few weeks, or months at 
best, in the office of one as incapable of teaching 
the science, as he was of practicing the art, with 
no other preparation have entered upon the prac- 
tice of the profession? Some thus duped in the 
beginning, have by extraordinary exertions and 
studious application, mastered every obstacle, and 
become bright and leading lights in our ranks. 
They are, however, the few exceptions. In the 
hands of these psuedo-dentists it might be warranta- 
ble to entrust the administration of aneesthetice to 


useless canines, 
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“‘Both mongrel, puppy, whelp, and hound, 
And curs of low degree,” 
but not the lives of human beings. 

It may be said, in response to this, that, vig 

such parasites foisted upon the profession, it 
an imperative duty on the part of all who hare 
properly trained for their profession, that 
should employ anwsthetics in their practice 4 
this point a portion even of those who have rece) 
a thorough medical education, recognizing 4 
tinct line of demarcation between the practic ¢ 
dentistry and medicine, prefer, so far as they 
individually concerned, that the entire res : 
of the administration of ether, should be aseumed by 
the medical adviser of the patient. At the am 
time, a due respect for the sentiments and rightsd 
esteemed fellow practitioners with whom they dife, 
would prevent them from insisting upon the unine 
sal adoption of such a rule. 

In the course of your comments, as you take 
casion to quote a remark of mine, permit me tosil 
the remaining part of the sentence. You remut, 
‘one of the speakers, who takes a very esthely 
view of anesthesia, said that ‘his principal ream 
for not using ether, is that it contaminates thes 
mosphere of the operating room to an extent whid 
makes it disagreeable alike to patients and himself” 
the continuation of the sentence was as follom 
‘and as several of his friends, in whose judgnat 
and discretion he has every confidence, are in fi 
habit of administering it, and like to do so, hesenis 
patients desiring to be etherized, to them.” An oe 
rator, under such circumstances, certainly mayW 
permitted to consult the comfort of the vast majoriy 
of his patients, as well as his own inclination 
without throwing himself open to the charge of fal- 
ing torespond to the claims of suffering humanity. 

Though candidly acknowledging that the view 
advanced by one of the members, with regard tole 
effect of anesthetics are decidedly novel, I mut 
also state that the Association does not hold ite! 
responsible for the opinions and theories that isi 
vidual members may entertain. Deeming it unnectt 
sary, therefore, to controvert the position assumed 
by you, that “ it is no credit to the profession whieh 
claims the honor of conferring on humanity i 
greatest boon of science, to have the merits of sua* 
thesia so triflingly treated by one of the most inf 
ential dental organizations,” I would merely presal’ 
in response to that assertion, the following extrait 
from the discussion, as reported: 

‘When taking into consideration the irrespons 
ble character of many who use aneesthetic agents# 
the most reckless manner, their utter ignorant ® 
physiological laws, of the medical properties of 
agents employed, and their inability to diagnos Ot 
existence of diseases in which it is contra-i i 





BBB S EBS Ae Ss 


jose 28, 1860.] 


1 is strange that we have not had a greater number 
fatal accidents accompanying their administra- 
No rational medical practitioner would coun- 
mance for one moment the exhibition of such pow- 
rfal agents in affections where life hangs as by a 
j; as, for instance, in organic affections of the 
in paralysis, or in marked predispositions to 
poplexy; and it is the height of temerity for the 
tist to employ them under such circumstances. 
»find by the newspapers, the medical and dental 
that fatal results have attended the admin- 
ration of chloroform, if not of ether. In all of 
hese cases, were those engaged in the exhibition of 
he agent equal to the emergency? Did they em- 
sy all the remedial agencies, while there was still 
ife and hope, that have been suggested for the re- 
ascitation of persons in a state of apnea? 


'# As Bichat truly said, life rests upon a tripod, 
iby innervation, respiration and circulation, 
wally dependent on each other, life ceases 

m the complete arrestation of either function. 

tion and respiration may be suspended for a 

and again be resumed ; but the great circula- 
centre, the heart, once ceasing to act, it never 

es its function. In many of the fatal cases 
have occurred in the inhalation of chloroform, 
patients at first were, without doubt, merely in 
comotosed condition; in this state the circulation 
eventually arrested, because the acts of inspira- 
om and expiration cease, and the failure of these 
due to a suspension of nervous power ; under such 
tireumstances, if artificial respiration is kept up un- 
il the coma has passed off, all the danger to life 
hich depended upon that condition may be escaped. 

0 maintain this artificial respiration, various plans 
have been proposed. The lungs have been inflated 
ith air by passing the nozzle of a pair of bellows 
into the larynx; mouth to mouth inflation has been 

ticed; and Dr. Marshall Hall, several years 
ince, presented to the world his postural method— 
firet placing the patient on the face, and pressing 
he chest with the hands, then turning him on the 

ide, and repeating this fifteen or twenty times a 
minute. 

“The most simple and philosophical plan yet 
suggested, has only been made within the last two 
years, by Dr. Silvister, an English physician. His 
reatment, which is in accordance with established 

ical principles, and is a simple imitation 
of natural deep inspiration, is as follows: the pa- 
tient is placed on his back, the shoulders being 
slightly raised, by placing something under them, 
the tongue is then drawn forward, and kept project- 
ing beyond the lips by an assistant, or, in the ab- 
wnce of another person, by closing the lower jaw, 
ta] Passing @ handkerchief under the chin and 

it over the head ; in this way the tongue 
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is prevented from falling back into the throat, the 
larynx is raised, and nothing intervenes to prevent 
the air from passing through the nares either to, or 
from the lungs. The patient’s arms are then ex- 
tended upward and forward for a few seconds; by 
this action, the capacity of the chest is enlarged, 
by the pectoral and other muscles, which pass be- 
tween the chest and shoulders, elevating the ribs 
and sternum, a vacuum is formed, and the air 
rushes in as in natural inspiration; the arms are 
then carried down and pressed gently and firmly 
against the sides of the chest, the cavity of the 
thorax is diminished by this action and forcible 
expiration is producod. These actions are to be re- 
peated alternately fifteen times in a minute, until 
natural respiration is established, or all hope of 
resuscitation is past.” 

As you have suggested, this may be treating the 
subject in a trifling manner, but it does not so im- 
press me. As Pope says, this may be due however 
to the fact, that 


**To observations which ourselves we make, 
We grow more partial for the observer’s sake.’’ 


Leaving this matter to be decided by your 
readers, I remain with respect, 
Yours truly, 
J, H. McQuay. 
Philadelphia, June 12th, 1860. 





Hrus and Misrellang. 


Howard Hospital.—Dr. 8. W. Gross has 
been appointed one of the Surgeons of this 
institution, to take the department of Diseases 
of the Genito-Urinary Organs. 

Dr. Charles Neff has been appointed one of 
the Surgeons, with the department of General 
Surgery. 

The latter appointment is in place of Dr. S. 
D. Gross, who resigned recently. The Hospital 
is in a flourishing condition, and the managers 
have recently purchased a large building which 
will soon be fitted for the accommodation of 
patients. 


Army and Navy.—Instead of proceeding to 
Fort Randall at the expiration of his present 
leave of absence, as heretofore directed from 
the War Department, Assistant Surgeon L. H. 
Holden has been ordered to return immediately 
to Fort Brown, and report for duty at that 
station. 

A Board, consisting of Surgeon C. McDou- 
gal, Assistant Surgeons J. F. Hammond and 

. Campbell, Medical Department, assembled ~ 
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at West Point, N. Y., on the 11th of June, 
1860, to examine into the physical qualifica- 
tion of the candidates for admission into the 
Military Academy. 

Assistant Surgeon E. Swift. now at Fort 
Leavenworth, has been ordered to repair to 
Fort Randall, and report for duty at that post. 


Dr. Edward Warren, editor of the North 
Carolina Medical Journal, has been appointed 
to fill the vacancy created in the Baltimore 
Medical College, by the death of Dr. Fricke. 


A New Danger from Chloroform.—Mr. 
Syme has announced that chloroform induces 
pyzemia. The evidences of it, or his theory 
in coming to this startling conclusion have not 
yet been presented, but the Medical Times 
reports an operation of lithotomy by this dis- 
tinguished surgeon, in which no anesthetic 
was used. The patient was otherwise healthy, 
and it is said bore the operation, which was 
protracted and painful, with great courage. 

Why, with his views, ether was not substi- 
tuted, is not stated; nor can we determine 
whether Mr. Syme’s opposition to chloroform 
is the result of an honest conviction, or merely 
the offspring of vicious feelings toward his 
great rival, the introducer of chloroform. 


Liberality.—The Hon. John L. Schoolcraft, 
of Albany, N. Y., recently deceased, bequeathed 
the sum of fifteen hundred dollars to his at- 
tending physician, Dr. Mason F. Cogswell. 


| 


Answers to Correspondents. 


Dr. J. &., of St. Louis—Any article to which European atten- 
tion is desire would, if it deserved it, be insured notice by ap- 
pearing in the columns of the Reporter. Our European ex- 
changes are extensive, and the journal is sent weekly to all 
foreign journals of repute. 


Communications REeckiveD.— Georgia, Dr. J. Emmet Blackshear, 
{with encl.,] Dr. W. A. Love, [with encl.}—ZJllinois, Dr. A. D. 
Wilson, [with encl.,] Dr. P. Gregg—Kansas, Dr. John 8. Red- 
field, (with enel,] Dr. J. A. Phillips, (with encl.j—Kentucky, 
Dr. T. F. Clardy, {with encl.}—LZowisiana, Messrs. McDonnell & 
Derringer, [with encl.}—Michigan, Dr. L. D. Tompkins—AMis- 
souri, Dr. Amos H. Coffee—New York, Dr. R. Van Gieson— 
North Carolina, Dr. L. Stewert—Ohio, Dr. N. J. Daniel, [with 
encl.}—Pennsylvania, Dr. J. M. Matiock, Dr. D. 0. Crousk | with 
encl.|— Tennessee, Dr. David Thompson— Vermont, Dr. 8. H. Cur- 
rier, [with encl.|—Virginia, Dr. David May, [with eucl.,] Dr. 
Robert Campbell, [with encl.} 


Payments—Dr. John K. Raub, Dr. E. P. Leake, Dr. P.C. 
McNeill, Dr. Alf. Parsons. By Mr. Hulme: Drs. J. H. Fromber- 
ger, W. E. Case, G. B. L. Clay, Jos. C. Stroud, J. H. Stokes, J. J. 
Spencer, David D. King, J. G. L. Whitehead, Jacob Rikabugh, B. 
C. Everett, 
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MARRIAGES. 


Borsyot—Burr—On May 30th by Rev. A. A. Willatts, D.2.y 
Boisnot, of Philadelphia, to Miss Lizzie Burr, of New York city 


Suita—Kalean—On the 5th inst., at Kaighn’s Point, x.) ‘ 
the residence of the bride's father, Dr. Albert H. Smith, of 
city, to Emily, daughter of Charles Kaighn, Eaq.,, of the fone 
place. 


DEATHS. 


Isaacs—In Brooklyn, June 16th, Dr. Charles BE. Trace, by 
Demonstrator of Anatomy in the College of Physicians and jy 
goons and the University of New York. 

The many friends and former pupils of Dr. Isaacs will ky 
with great sorrow of his sudden and early death. In the prim 
“6f his life, with many years of usefulness apparently yet beiy 
him, he has been removed from our midst. It is unnecessary» 
speak of Dr. Isaacs’ labors as a physician. His devotednes » 
anatomy, the study of his choice, and his earnest labon i 
microscopy, have given him a place amidst the foremost of ly 
compeers. His gentle and pleasing manner made him every 
friend of the stuilent. Science is indebted to him for some ma 
practical and useful discoveries. The extension of the plan 
into the deep fascia of the neck was first announced by hin 
There is no better description of minute anatomical strictund 
the kidney than that by Dr. Isaacs, in his beautifal monograph 
on the subject. But while we deplore in his loss that ofae 
dent cultivator of science, a classic scholar, and a good physica, 
there are many, far and near, who will be saddened by the ls 
of a trve and warm friend of the most upright character, vit 
great moral qualities, and a generous soul. Peace to his ashe! 


Lizars—Mr. John Lizars, of Edinburgh, who was hon 
throughout the medical world as an eminent surgeon snd phi: 
lanthropist, died suddenly of apoplexy on the 21st of last month 
He was a pupil of Bell, and an associate of Liston. Heacm 
plished much as an original surgeon, and was the first in ha 
country to tie the innominata fur aneurism, and to removets 
superior maxilla. 


EEE a, 
Pennsylvania College—Medical Department 


NINTH STREET, BELOW LOCUST, PHILADELPHIA. 
SESSION OF 1860-61. 


FACULTY. 


B. Howarp Rann, M. D., Professor of Chemistry. 
Henry Hartesonne, M.D. “ Practice of 
Lewis D. Hartow, M. D., bad 
Wiuuias 8. Hauser, M. D., * 

Ws. Hempet Taccart, M.D., “ 

James Artkg2n Meics,M.D., “ 

Wx. H. Gosrecut, M.D, « 

Turoporr A. Demaé, M. D., Domonstrator of Anatomy. 

The session of 1860-61 will commence on Monday, ee 
October, and continue, without intermission, until the = 
March. The Commencement for conferring Degrees will 
place early in March, causiug as little detention of the Gradast 
ing Class, after the close uf the Leetares, as possible. inde 

The Rooms for Practical Anatomy will be open early 


tember. 

The College Clinic will be conducted on every Wednesday and 
Satur throughout the Sexsion. 

Tho Resioter “of Matricuiants will be open in the “~ 
Building early in September. ‘The Janitor will alas’ 44 
sent at the College, to give every necessary assistance Pa 
mation (as regards board, &c.) to students, on their 


this city. 
FEES. 
Matriculation, (paidonceonly,) - 
For each Protessor’s Ticket, - ~- 
Graduation, - + + * * * * 
LEWIS D. HARLOW, M. D. 
193—lem No. 1023 Vine, below 1 











